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The Life and times of William Henry Douglas Flack, JP – A Burnley Worthy 

In many ways William Henry Douglas Flack, eldest son of Captain William Flack and Lucy Flack, formerly 

Moran, nee Turner was a product of the times in mid Victorian, industrial Burnley. He probably came to 

England sometime in late 1852 or early 1853, aged about one years old, with his father and mother who 

travelled with him from Ireland shortly after his father took his discharge from the 63rd Regiment of Foot 

in Dublin on 22 September 1852. 

William Henry Douglas is recorded on his baptism certificate as having been born at Castle Barracks 

Limerick on 26 January 1852 and baptised at Limerick Presbyterian Church by David Wilson, the Minister 

on 22 February 1852. No birth registrations were required at that time in Ireland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Henry Douglas’s daughter, Lucy Flack said that “My father’s early life was spent at Aldershot”, 

however by the time his next younger brother, William George John Flack, was born on 4th February 1854, 

when William Henry Douglas would have been just 2 years and 1 month, the family was living in Burnley, 

Lancashire. 
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Perhaps the most likely explanation is that his father Sergeant Major William 

Flack was required to travel back to Aldershot when the 5th Royal Lancashire 

Militia was embodied at Aldershot in April 1854. The records show William 

Flack as the Quarter Master in Aldershot from 12 January 1855. He then 

probably travelled back to Burnley with the 5th Royal Lancashire Militia to 

Burnley Barracks to continue in the role of a civilian militia Quarter Master 

when the Regiment deployed to Burnley. 

When Lucy Louisa Catherine Flack was baptized on 27th July 1856, at Holy 

Trinity, Habergham Eaves, the address of her parents was recorded as “New 

Barracks” Burnley. When Frederick William Cadmore Flack was baptized at 

Holy Trinity on 23 May 1858 the address was recorded as “Barracks 

Burnley”. 

When William Henry Douglas was nearly nine years old, a newborn brother, 

Augustus William Charles Flack, was baptised on 9th December 1860, at Holy 

Trinity, Habergham Eaves, Lancashire, the baptism certificate records that 

his father and mother were resident at “Pendle View” and that his father 

was a Quarter Master 5th Lancashire Militia. 

By 1861 the family was living at 3 West Gate, Habergham Eaves, close to the 

junction with Accrington Road, Holy Trinity Church and Burnley Barracks 

where his father was based. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Changing times in the British Army 

The social and political events at the time of the “embodiment” of the 5th Royal Lancashire Militia in early 

1855 need to be briefly canvassed so as to have some understanding of William Henry Douglas’s family’s 

early years. During the latter half of the 1850s there were four sets of events that are likely to have 

influenced the lives of those associated with the military. First was the outbreak of war against the 

Russians in what became known as the Crimean War. The Crimean War was a military conflict fought 

between October 1853 – March 1856 in which Russia lost in a war against alliance of France, the United 

Kingdom and the Ottoman Empire.  

Dissatisfaction with the conduct of the war was growing with the public in the UK and in other countries, 

aggravated by reports of fiascos, especially the humiliating defeat of the Charge of the Light Brigade at 

the Battle of Balaclava. In January 1855 widespread unrest was finally put down using troops and police.  

The second issue was the speculation of a war with Prussia. The ingredients which sparked World War 1 

in 1914 were already in place 5 decades before.  While it was the fate of Belgium which ultimately led 

Britain to war in August 1914, it was the role of Denmark which almost caused the British to declare war 

on Germany in the summer of 1864. 
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At the centre of the international dispute was a territorial dispute between Denmark and the German 

Confederation over the duchies of Schleswig and Holstein.  On 1 February 1864 Prussian forces crossed 

the border into Danish-controlled Schleswig.  Denmark declared war on the German Confederation and 

the Austrian Empire.  As the war progressed and diplomatic efforts became frustrated, the British Prime 

Minister, Lord Palmerston, actively considered Britain’s involvement. Preparations for possible British 

military involvement contributed to the uncertainties of the time. 

The third was the repeated outbreaks of social and political unrest in the industrial midlands of England 

caused by a mixture of Chartism, demands for better working conditions and the influence of radical 

Protestantism. The 5th Royal Lancashire Regiment occupied new barracks in Burnley as a part of the 

domestic security measures taken by the government following repeated outbreaks of industrial and 

political unrest.  

The fourth issue, although probably limited in its relevance outside the military, was the Indian Mutiny, 

which occurred between 1857–58, and the major reforms in the organisation of the Army that followed. 

It began in Meerut among Indian troops (sepoys) in the service of the British East India Company, 

spreading to Delhi, Agra, Kanpur, and Lucknow. One of the results of the Indian Mutiny was the 

disbandment of the British East India Company and its East India Company army and the amalgamation of 

the Indian Army with the British Army in 1861.  

Together these issues caused significant changes in the culture of the British army which up until this time 

had remained relatively unchanged since the Napoleonic Wars. 

Industrialisation of Burnley 

In 1872, Burley was described as follows: 

 

Burnley stands on the river Burn, immediately above its influx to the West Calder, 22 miles N of 
Manchester. The Leeds and Liverpool canal is adjacent; and railways go in three directions, 
toward Skipton, Todmorton, and Blackburn. The town itself is almost wholly modern; has 
undergone vast increase since the latter part of last century; and owes its character to the rise and 
enterprise of manufactures. It is built chiefly of freestone; and presents a fair appearance. The 
town has a head post office, two railway stations, a telegraph office, a banking office, four chief 
inns, a mechanics' institute, and a public reading room; is a seat of petty sessions and county 
courts, and a polling-place; and publishes two weekly newspapers. A weekly market is held on 
Monday; and fairs on 6 March, Easter-Eve, 10 July, and 11 Oct. 
 
Woollens were the first great manufacture; but cottons are now the staple. There are three 
worsted mills, and about thirty cotton mills. There are also calico printing-works, corn mills, iron 
foundries, brass foundries, machinery-works, rope-walks, tan-works, and breweries. Much trade is 
carried on likewise from neighbouring collieries and freestone quarries. The town was 
enfranchised by the reform act of 1867, and sends one member to parliament. In  1851 the 
population was 20,828 and by 1861, 28,700. Houses, 5,085. The township is of less extent than 
the town, which extends into the township of Habergham-Eaves. Acres, 1,839. Real property, 
£71,779; of which £10,136 are in mines. Pop., 19,971. Houses, 3,515.1 

 

The Irish Potato Famine led to an influx of Irish families during the 1840s, who formed a community in 

one of the poorest districts. At one time, the Park district (modern-day town centre, around Parker St.) 

was known as Irish Park. 

                                                           
1
 John Marius Wilson, Imperial Gazetteer of England and Wales (1870-72) 
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In 1848 the East Lancashire Railway Company's extension from Accrington linked the town to the nation's 

nascent railway network for the first time. This was another significant boost to the local economy.  

A black-and-white photograph taken in 1952, showed it then had two platforms, two tracks, a footbridge 

and a covered stairway down from a ticket office. Opened in 1848 under the name Burnley Westgate it 

was intended to be only a temporary terminus for the East Lancashire Railway’s extension from 

Accrington. Indeed, as soon as the line was extended through to Colne, the station was closed as planned 

and local duties were taken over by Burnley Central. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burnley Barracks Station 

However, when the area around the defunct station began to fill with factories, workshops, workers’ 

houses and, most importantly of all, a cavalry barracks, it was hastily reopened in 1851 and renamed 

Burnley Barracks to reflect its new-found purpose. The picture shows that there were still several 

substantial buildings near the station in 1952, suggesting that some of the buildings associated with the 

barracks were not cleared until comparatively recently. 

The Cotton Famine of 1861–1865, caused by the American Civil War, was also a difficult time for the 

town. However by 1866 there had been a resumption of trade which led to a quick recovery and, by 1866, 

the town was reputed to be the largest producer of cotton cloth in the world. 

Quarter Master Wlliam Flack appears to have established himself well in the Burnley social scene. In 1868 

the Burnley Advertiser reported the results of the Burnley Conservative Club Committee pre-selections 

for the national elections, listing William Flack of Rose Cottages, Accrington Road as one of those that 

voted. One of the more notable officers to have spent time stationed with William Flack at the barracks 

was General James Yorke Scarlett, who led the successful charge of the Heavy Brigade in the Crimean 

War. He too is listed as a member of the Burnley Conservative Club. 

This was the town that William Henry Douglas grew up in and in which he went to school. 

William Henry Douglas’s Education 

According to two obituaries published at the time of his death, one stated William Henry Douglas - 

“attended the Carlton Road School and the Burnley Grammar School, where he was head boy for 

two years…”2  

 

 

                                                           
2
 See the copy of the Obituary on page 26 
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and the other added further detail including stating that - 

“he was educated at the well-known Carlton-road School, under the late Mr. W. Milner Grant, and 

also at the Burnley Grammar School during the headmastership of the late Rev. James Butler, 

D.C.L. and Mr. T.T. Wilkinson, F.R.A.S.  At the Grammar School, Mr Flack held the enviable position 

of head boy for the years 1869-70 and his name still appears among there chronicled on the roll of 

successful students.”3 

From the available histories, it appears that the Carlton Road School and Burnley Grammar School were 

private schools associated with the Church of England, although there is some suggestion that Burnley 

Grammar also was open to those who could not pay but who could win a scholarship. Neither school 

continues to exist, although the tradition of the Carlton Road School is maintained in the recently 

established Holy Trinity Primary School. Burnley Grammar ceased operations in the early 20th Century, 

although the building remains. 

 

 

Family Life 

William Henry Douglas had seven brothers and sisters. The 1861 Census return show William Henry 

Douglas living at home with his family at “3 West Gate, Habergham Eaves” and at 3 Rose Terrace, 

Accrington Road, Habergham Eaves in the 1871 Census. 

Although it is difficult to be sure, it appears from 

modern maps that these two addresses may refer to 

the same location. The 1900 era map on the left 

shows that there was a strip of buildings directly 

opposite Holy Trinity Church in Accrington Road. It 

seems likely that this was what later became known 

as “Rose Terrace” but which could also have been 

an address in West Gate prior to the erection of the 

terrace. 

                                                           
3
 See “The Burnley Express”, dated 11 March 1936, page 2. 
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The above picture is a modern view of Accrington Road, opposite the Holy Trinity Church, showing that 

the row of terrace houses opposite the Church has been removed. The building on the left, behind the 

trees is thought to have been once the residence of the Vicar of Holy Trinity. 

Prior to the building of the modern Westway main road, an address in “West Way” may have also been 

known by an address in Accrington Road.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 1871 Census return show that when William Henry Douglas was now 19 years old, that he was living 

at home at 3 Rose Terrace Accrington Road, Burnley with his mother, father and his other six brothers 

and sisters. 

 His oldest sister, Francis Elizabeth, born 4 November 1847 at Chatham Barracks4, would have 
been 23 years old. She is recorded as “Unmarried” in the 1871 Census, living at home with her 
parents, with no occupation recorded. Two years later, in 1874 she married John Moore a school 
teacher at the Holy Trinity School nearby;   

                                                           
4
 A copy of Francis Elizabeth Flack’s baptism record is included in the Annex. 
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 His older sister, Mary Ann June (or Jane), born on 29 December 1849 at Newcastle on Tyne, 
would have been 22 years old when William Henry Douglas started work. She is recorded in the 
1871 Census as a pupil living-in at the Durham Industrial Training Collage for Women where she 
was training as a teacher; 

 William George John, born 4 February 1854 in Burnley was 17 years old and is recorded in the 
1871 Census as a “pupil teacher”, living at home with his parents as were: 

 Lucy Louisa Catherine, born 8 January 1856 in Burnley was 14 and also recorded as a “Pupil 
Teacher” and 

 Frederick William, born 7 March 1858 in Burnley, aged 13 , a “Scholar”, and  

 Augustus William, born 10 November 1861 in Burnley, aged 11, also a “Scholar”. 
 

His working life in the Bank 

According to his obituary, William Henry Douglas left school at 18 years old and  

“entered the service of the Manchester and County Bank in January 1870 as a junior clerk at the 

Burnley Branch.”   

It is not possible from the available records to determine why William Henry Douglas chose banking as his 

career but he did so at a time when the banking sector was rapidly expanding in the greater Manchester 

area. The Manchester & County Bank Ltd was established in York Street, Manchester, in 1862. Another 

joint stock bank was projected in Manchester in 1862 as Northern Counties Bank Ltd but the promoters 

considered that there was not scope for two new banks and joined forces with the proposed new 

Manchester & County Bank. 

The new consolidated bank prospered and branches were soon opened at Preston, Blackburn and 

Burnley. The head office moved to 55 King Street, Manchester in 1879 and acquired Saddleworth Banking 

Co of Dobcross in 1866, Bank of Stockport in 1872 and Bank of Bolton Ltd in 1896. By 1877 there were 19 

branches and 12 sub-branches. 

William Henry Douglas Flack married Eliza Alice Parker on 10 December 1874. The Burnley Advertiser 

published the following [misspelled] notice: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eliza Alice Parker was the daughter of Richard Parker a well-known wine and spirits merchant in Burnley. 

He was on the Board of Commissioners and joined the Burnley Town Council when the Borough was 

incorporated. He was at one time chairman of the Markets Committee and was made Alderman. 

William Henry Douglas’ career in the Manchester & County Bank Ltd can be summarised as follows: 

 Joined Burnley Branch as Clerk in 1870 

 Promoted to Chief Cashier in 1879 

 Manager of the Nelson branch in 1884 

 Manager Burnley, Padiham and Brierfield branches 1909 
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The following article appeared in the Burnley Express in 1909: 

The succession of Smith Roberts to the manager’s 

position is of interest from a family history 

perspective since Smith Roberts was to become 

the step father of Alice Mary Cockshutt and 

subsequently father in law to William Henry 

Douglas’ son, Dr Frederick Henry Douglas Flack 

when Alice married Frederick “Harry” Flack on 22 

January 1914. 

It is also of interest in that Alice Cockshutt (Smith 

Robert’s step daughter) had been brought up in a 

Catholic family in an era when there was still 

considerable social discrimination against 

Catholics, particularly among those who were 

associated with the Masonic Lodge. 
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The family seems to have been enjoying the social scene in Burnley. On the 

23 February 1878, the Burnley Express reported the Masonic Ball as what 

they described as the “most successful Ball of the season”.  

Among those mentioned in the article are “Brother W.G. Flack” 

(“officiating”), “Mr W.H. Flack”, “Mr W.G. Flack” and “Miss Flack and Mr F 

Flack and Mrs Moore”, indicating that most of the family were present.  

In 1875, William Henry Douglas’s younger brother, Frederick William had 

also joined the Manchester & County Bank as a junior Clerk, serving in the 

Padiham Branch until his untimely death. 

William Henry Douglas’ sister, Mary Ann June Flack had graduated as a 

teacher by 1879 and was working at Wood Top Church Schools. The 

Burnley Express reported her involvement in fundraising for the Schools in 

its 23 August edition which also mentions “Mrs. William Henry Flack” (Eliza 

Alice Flack nee Parker) as one of the performers at the concert. 
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But there was sadness in William Henry Douglas’ family life as well. His grandmother, Elizabeth Flack, had 

died 25th May 1865, when William Henry was 13 years of age and had been buried alongside his little 

sister, Isabella Eugene Flack, aged 8 months, in 1863. 

The Burnley Borough Council Cemetery records show that William Flack, Quarter Master of Rose Terrace 

Accrington Road, purchased Grave Number 9268 Plot C on 25 January 1863 in order to bury Isabella 

Eugene Flack.  

 

The older inscriptions on the face of the grave stone are poorly preserved, however it appears that when 

Lucy Louisa Catherine Flack died in 1912 she was interred in the more recently purchased and nearby 

grave with her sister Eliza Alice Flack, a memorial inscription to her was added to the older gravestone of 

her mother and grandmother. 

More tragedy had followed when he was 24, in August 1876, his younger brother, Augustus William 

Charles Flack also died, aged just 15. 

Two years later, on 25 June 1878, William Henry Douglas’s mother, Lucy Flack, formerly Moran, nee 

Turner died at home in Burnley, aged 58.  
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William Henry Douglas’ mother, Lucy, had led an extraordinary life. Her father had died in Portugal whilst 

serving with the 63rd Regiment of Foot in 1827. She had left England with her mother Catherine and 

brothers who were members of the Band of the 63rd Regiment when the Regiment was posted to 

Australia in 1829. She had married Francis Henry Moran in Hobart in 1838 and stayed on with his 

Regiment, the 21st Fusiliers, when the 63rd left Australia for India in 1834. In 1839 she and her husband 

travelled with the Regiment to Dinapur in Bengal, India. But brief joy and repeated tragedy were to follow 

Lucy.  

Francis Henry Moran was born on 29 September 1842 and baptised on 30 October 1842 in Dinapore. But 

just a month prior to the birth of their son, her husband of just four years, 917 now Sergeant Francis 

Henry Moran died. It is probable that their friends in the Regiment organised a collection for Lucy so that 

the young widow and her 2 year old son Francis Henry could travel via Madras to re-join her family with 

the 63rd Regiment, now stationed in Bellary in Central India, some 2,000 kilometres away. It was in Bellary 

that Lucy met and subsequently married Colour Sergeant William Flack in January 1844. (The original 

Church of England marriage register is reproduced in the Annex.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lucy and her new husband William were to have a child of their own whilst in Bellary but both Francis 

Moran and their new born girl, Elizabeth were to perish in the outbreak of Cholera that took the lives of 

more than 150 members of the Regiment and their families in the spring of 1845. Tragically, Lucy’s two 

children, Francis and Elizabeth, Lucy’s 56 year old mother, Catherine and her brother, Peter Augustus 

Turner, “Leader of the Band” aged 29 were amongst those died in the epidemic. And so on the 20 April 

1847, after 8 and half years in India, a now pregnant Lucy with her Sergeant Major Flack husband 

returned to England. After a brief return to Ireland where William Henry Douglas was born, the family 

moved to England. 

After so after 30 years of married life in England, so ended the life of Lucy Flack. A truly remarkable life 

but one marked by hardship and tragedy. 

William Henry Douglas’s family life was not without great sadness and loss too. In 1862, when he was 8 

years old, his newborn sister, Isabella, died at 8 months. His 31 year old younger brother, Frederick 

William Charles Flack, had also died. 
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From the Burnley Express dated 23 February 1889, page 6. 

Death of Mr. Fred W.C. Flack – We regret exceedingly to have to chronical the decease of a 

gentleman well-known in banking circles in Burnley and district. Mr. Flack would have been 31 

years of age on March 7th, and for over 17 years had been in the service of the Manchester and 

County Banking Company. During the past three years he has acted as clerk in charge of the 

Padiham Branch of the Bank and gave it every satisfaction in that capacity. The deceased was the 

youngest surviving son of Capt. William Flack, who resided with his father at 113 Accrington Road. 

Capt. Flack came to Burnley in 1852 as Quarter-master of the Militia and retired from the service 

with the rank of Captain. Other brothers of the deceased are the Rev. W.G. Flack, Curate of 

Darleston, Staffordshire, and Mr. W.H.D. Flack, manager of the Nelson Branch of the Manchester 

and County Bank. Mr. Flack was at his post at Padiham on Tuesday last week, but did not feel well 

and on returning home he was compelled to take to his bed. Dr Parsons was called in on 

Wednesday morning and pronounced his patient suffering from severe inflammation of the lungs. 

Untiring nursing and skilled medical aid were bestowed upon him and up to 11 o’clock on Friday 

night he was considered to be progressing favourably towards recovery. Then a change for the 

worse and in about one o’clock on Saturday morning he passed away to the deep sorrow and 

affliction of the many people who had his acquaintance. The deceased did not take any prominent 

part in public affairs. He was for a time a Sunday Schoolteacher at St John’s Schools, Wood Top, 

but of late had attended Holy Trinity Church and last year was appointed a church warden with 

Mr. Robert Mann. As such he took a very active interest in the raising of funds for providing a peal 

of bells and by none will his sad decease be more regretted than the Vicar, officials and 

congregation of Holy Trinity. The funeral takes place at the cemetery to-morrow morning and will 

be conducted by the Rev. J.M. Evert Owen. 

Following the death of Frederick William Charles, in 1890, William Henry Douglas and his family moved 

out of their home of some 35 years in Accrington Road and moved to 13 Brierfield Road, Burnley. The 

1891 Census records William Henry Douglas, his wife Eliza A Flack, their daughters Clara and Lucy and 

their son Bertram living across the road from the location of the Burnley Branch of the Bank where 

William worked. The following advertisement suggests that they had owned at least two of the houses in 

Rose Terrace in Accrington Road.  

 

On 19 May 1900, William Henry Douglas’s wife, Eliza Alice Flack, nee Parker, died at home in Burnley. She 

was buried in Burnley Cemetery on 23 May 1900 in plot purchased near the grave his father had 

purchased and in which were buried his grandmother, Elizabeth Flack, his mother and father, William and 

Lucy Flack, his sister Elizabeth Eugenie, and his brother Augustus William Charles. 
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Community Services 

The available records indicate that William Henry Douglas Flack was actively involved as a volunteer in a 

wide range of Burnley community organisations including: 

 Burnley’s Masonic “Silent Temple” Lodge 

 Wood Top Church Schools 

 The Burnley Choral Society 

 St Mary’s Church of England, Nelson as Vicars Warden 

 St Stephens Church of England, Burnley 

 Holy Trinity Church of England, Habergham Eaves 

 Victoria Hospital, Burnley serving as Honorary Treasurer from 1909 until 1933; 

 Burnley Chamber of Commerce 

 Police Courts Mission  

 Royal Lancashire Agricultural Society 

 Member of the Licensing Committee for Burnley, as well as serving as a Justice of the Peace on 

the Magistrate’s Court from 1913 to 1933.   

 

By 1901, William Henry Douglas and the remainder of his family living at home, had moved to Brierfield 

and were now living at 62 Hollin Bank Villas. His sister Lucy Louisa Catherine, now aged 44, looked after 

the two younger children Mabel (6) and Lucy (14) and his daughter, Clara Alice, aged 21, helped when she 

was not working as a school teacher.  

 

In 1907, Clara Alice Flack (known as “Clarice”) married Percy Johnson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clara Alice Johnson, nee Flack 
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The following press clippings illustrate the breadth of his activities and civic interests: 

 



15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17 

 

 



18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



19 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



20 

 

 

 

 



21 

 

 

 

By this time, his replacement as regional manager, Smith Roberts was also his son-in-law, Smith Robert’s 

step-daughter, Alice Mary Cockshutt, having married Frederick Henry Douglas Flack in 1914. The 

following  photograph was taken at the wedding. 
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As can be seen from the press clippings above, that while William Henry Douglas retired from the bank, 

but he did not give up his voluntary roles in the community. It meant that he was able to devote  more 

time to fundraising particularly in the role of Honorary Treasurer for the Victoria Hospital. 

During a visit to Burnley in 1995, the 

Administrator of the Hospital was able to 

locate the portrait-sized picture of 

William Henry Douglas in the Hospital’s 

temporary foyer during hospital 

renovations and to allow a photograph of 

it to be taken.  

William Henry Douglas continued to serve 

on Victoria Hospital’s Board until 1932 

when ill health prompted him to retire. 

The following photograph of the Honorary 

Treasurer at his desk in the hospital was 

taken at about that time. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

There were also holiday trips to Blackpool and the Isle of Man. This author’s father, Dr Henry Edmund 

Douglas Flack told the story that during a family holiday train trip to Blackpool in which his grandfather,  

William Henry Douglas and his uncle, Reverend   William George and his wife Ada were travelling 

together, the group met some old acquaintances of William George John from his youth.  
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The story goes that one of the old acquaintances asked “Is that ye George? and when the enquirer got a 

rather reluctant nod from the Reverend, the acquaintance said “Ee bah gum, an ye a vicar an all”. 

Apparently in his youth “George” had been known as a “bit of a lad” and they were amused to meet him 

these years later “with his collar on back to front”.   

There were also trips to the Isle of Man. It’s not clear what brought them for holidays to the Isle of Man, 

although it seems likely that William Henry Douglas’s older sister,  Francis Elizabeth , who had married 

John Moore, a native of the Isle of Man, may have introduced the family to the Isle. 

The following photographs were taken in the Isle of Man. 

 

 

 

Photographs taken in the Isle of Man. 

Photo on the Left - Alice Mary Flack and her step-father, Smith Roberts with several children, two of 

whom are probably Henry Edmund Douglas Flack (behind his mother) and his younger brother Bertram 

Anthony Flack (on Smith Robert’s knee). 

Photo on the Right – Alice Flack with Henry Edmund Douglas on the railing and Bertram Anthony on her 

knee. 
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The following is a copy of a letter from Victoria Hospital Burnley sent to the author dated 1 December 

1980 that summarises William Henry Douglas’s voluntary service and contribution over 24 years. 
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The following picture is said to have been taken at a family gathering at Brookside, near Burnley in 1932. 

 

 

Top row L to R. Henry Edmund Douglas Flack; Gordon Johnson, Frederick Henry Douglas Flack 

Seated. L to R. Alice Flack; Mabel Flack; William Henry Douglas Flack; Clara Alice Johnson; Lucy Flack 

Sitting. Bertram Anthony Flack. 

 

 

On 10th March 1936, William Henry Douglas Flack died at Brookside. The Burnley Express posted the 

following Death Notice the next day. 
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Both of the major Burnley newspapers  published obituaries as follows. 

 

The Burnley Express Newspaper on 11 March 1936 
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Burnley Express:  continued:          The Burnley News 18 March 1936 
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The Burnley Justices of the Peace sent a letter of condolences containing the following resolution: 

 

 
 

The following entry appears in the 1936 Directory of Probate, page 386: 

 

In researching William Henry Douglas Flack, his family and his career, one can’t help wonder at the 

extraordinary story of achievement it was for him to begin life as the son of an Irish army sergeant, to 

grow up in the midst of the industrial revolution in Burnley, and to achieve both the financial and social 

success that he did.  Truly a “Burnley worthy”. 
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Annex A. 
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Annex B. 

 


