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Who was James Cockshutt, the patriarch the Canadian Cockshutts? 

In the search for the ancestors of my paternal grandmother, Alice Flack, nee Cockshutt, it was 

discovered that my 5* Great Grandfather, Edmund Cockshutt “of Ball Greave” (born 1729-1821) left 

a substantial sum of money in his will to his daughter Ann Cockshutt and to her “natural son” James. 

Several Cockshutt family historians have tried to find out more about James Cockshutt’s parents and 

there is some doubt about which of their findings is accurate. 

James Cockshutt was the grandfather of Henry Cockshutt (1868-1944) who became the 13th 

Lieutenant Governor of Ontario Canada.  A book has been recently published in Canada detailing the 

life of the Cockshutt family. There is strong evidence that my Cockshutt family is related to the 

Cockshutts of Lt Gov. Henry Cockshutt.,  

In this paper I first set out what has been written by two of James Cockshutt’s descendants, one 

written by Nicholas Cockshutt (1863-1938), a great great grandson of Edmund Cockshutt, and one 

written by Charles Roberts then go on to the available historical records to describe the evidence 

available. Finally, I draw some new conclusions.   

Starting with Ignatius’ Memoires, what can we learn? 

In 1903, Frank Cockshutt (1857-1938), Ignatius Cockshutt’s (1812-1901) son and James’s grandson, 

published a history of his family entitled “Memoirs of Ignatius Cockshutt”, in which he wrote in the 

introduction that: 

 Ignatius Cockshutt was born in Bradford, Yorkshire on 24th of August 1812; 

 his father was at the time engaged in a manufacturing business, in partnership with Joshua 

Cockshutt, a cousin; 

 the firm J.& J. Cockshutt was “abandoned in 1816”, the year after Waterloo and James 

Cockshutt went to reside at Warsaw Hill, near Clitheroe, Lancashire, where for six years he 

managed a farm, the property of his grandfather, Edmund Cockshutt; 

 From Warsaw Hill, James Cockshutt removed to Colne, his native town and there engaged in 

business till 1827; 

 In 1810, James Cockshutt married Mary Nightingale the daughter of a large tenant farmer of 

Yorkshire and became involved in the Inghamite Church; 

 James and Mary had two children, Jane and Ignatius; 

 James had inherited a very moderate sum from his grandfather; 

 Following industrial unrest in Colne, James’ family decided to emigrate to North America, 

leaving by the barque “Lady Digby” from Liverpool to Quebec in July 1827. 

 

In October 2017, William Henry Cockshutt (living) authored a new history of the Canadian 

Cockshutts titled “Merchants Exchange: Ignatius Cockshutt, 1812 - 1901 Canadian Entrepreneur”. 

William H Cockshutt  is the great-grandson of Ignatius Cockshutt and the new book borrows 

extensively from his great-grandfather’s book but also adds to it. He adds the following comment 

about his sources: 

“Most of the genealogical information in Chapters 1 and 2 was supplied to me by Dr Edwin 

Capstick of Padiham, Lancashire, England…Data is from Colne library and is based on old 

church records.” 
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In the chapter headed “Ann’s Inheritance”, the author states: 

 “His (Edmund Cockshutt the Elder) will appears to break the old tradition where the eldest 

son inherits everything. Instead his estate was left in trust for ninety-nine years, a good 

decision as Joshua appears to be the only financially responsible cousin”; 

 On 10 January 1826, Ann died, leaving James as the beneficiary of the provision in the will 

for his mother; 

 Quoting from Edmund Cockshutt’s Will, “..given to my sister Ann the wife of Blakey 

Tilltson..” 

 When the estate passed to James upon his mother’s death, James now had the funds to 

migrate to America; 

 Uncle Edmund’s coach took them to Liverpool….a barque with three masts and square 

rigged sails named Lady Digby…sailed on 12 July 1827”. 

What can we learn from the original of Edmund Cockshutt’s Will? 

Since both Ignatius Cockshutt and William Cockshutt refer to James’ inheriting from his 
grandfather’s will, I start by examining that will and the relevant provisions. The following clippings 
are from the Will of Edmund Cockshutt “the Elder of Bellgreave” near Colne dated 18th June 1803: 
 

 
 
 
  



 

3 
 

 

What can be learned about the family from the extracts from the Will? 

1. The Will refers to Edmund Cockshutt (the Elder’s):  

a. “two granddaughters, the children of my late son John”.  

b. “daughter, Betty” 

c. “James Cockshutt the natural child of my daughter Ann” 

2. The use of the term “natural child of my daughter” suggests that James Cockshutt was the 

illegitimate child of Ann rather than an adopted child. 

3. At the time the Will was written, Ann would have been 56 years of age and James would 

have been 20 years old. 

4. It will be noted that there are two pencilled notes in the margin of the Will as follows: 

a. Opposite the section of the Will which refers to James, the words “Is of age”. If his self-

reported date of birth is accurate at 1783, James would have been 20 years old at the 

time the Will was written, but by the time of his grandfather’s death in 1821, he would 

have been 38 years old. 

b. Opposite the section of the Will which refers to Ann, the words “Ann married Blakey 

Tillotson”. 

5. It seems likely that these notations were added at the time of the administration of the Will 

following Edmund Cockshutt’s death on 13th March 1821. 
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So from the provisions in the 1803 Will, the following family tree can be constructed:  

 

What can we learn from Nicholas Cockshutt’s (1863-1938)  “The Cockshutt Pedigree”? 

Nicholas Cockshutt was a solicitor and in his retirement, a keen family historian. In the “pedigree” 

that he researched and shared with his relatives he wrote: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It appears highly likely from the contents of the book regarding the family properties, that William H 

Cockshutt  and Nicholas Cockshutt had access to Edmund Cockshutt’s will and the provisions in it for 

Ann and James. Nicholas Cockshutt’s pedigree contains no indication as to whether or not he had 

been able to locate a record of the birth or baptism of James.  

William H Cockshutt acknowledges in his book that this pedigree, authored by Nicholas Cockshutt, 

had been sent to Ignatius Cockshutt in Canada when Ignatius and his son Frank were researching the 

book.  

Whether the author conducted further research himself or whether he collected information from 

other sources, the origin of the following statement regarding James’ father in the book is not 

known. 
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William H Cockshutt states:  

“Next, we found an earlier marriage to a Stephen Heaton, plus another listing for James’ 

birth, which tells us that his father was William Cockshutt. It will take additional digging to be 

certain of our information, so for now we have to believe what James tells us, that he was 

brought up in his grandfather’s home.” (Cockshutt, 2017, page 11.) 

What can we learn from Charles Robert’s (1905-1978) family tree? 

In the family history records passed down to the author by my Step, Great Uncle Charles Roberts 

(1905-1978), step-brother of Alice Flack nee Cockshutt (1890-1955) in 1973, Charles Roberts wrote: 

I cannot find any record of James. There are no baptisms at all of a James Cockshutt in Colne 

Parish Church Register or in any I have so far come across. Joseph and Joshua are sons of 

Edmund Cockshutt of Ball Grove Mill Cotton Spinners and as James was at Wibsey about the 

same time as Joshua, one would suppose them to be related. 

Ann Cockshutt, Edmund Cockshutt’s daughter, is recorded in the family tree drawn up by Charles 

Roberts as having been baptised on 17 December 1790 at St Bartholemew Church, Colne.  However, 

a search of the original Baptism Register, an image of which is available through Ancestry, reveals 

that the baptism on that date is for a “Nancy” Cockshutt, daughter of Edmund (1753-1825) and 

Thomasine Cockshutt. This baptism refers to the daughter of Edmund Cockshutt’s son, Edmund 

Cockshutt, the brother of Ann Cockshutt. 

Since no entry could be found in Lancashire, Yorkshire or Cheshire for an Ann Cockshutt, born 1790 

+/- 2 years, daughter of Edmund Cockshutt (1729-1821), it seems clear from the findings below that 

the suggestion that Ann Cockshutt, James’ mother, was baptised Nancy Cockshutt in 1790 is not 

correct, an error likely caused by her father and her brother both being named Edmund and both 

regular attendants of St Bartholomew Church, Colne during the period. 

What historical records are available to substantiate this tree? 

First, we can establish that Ann Cockshutt, the daughter of Edmund Cockshutt (1729-1821) was 

baptised at Clitheroe, Lancashire on 25 July 1761 (St Mary Magdalene Clitheroe Parish Register, 

Lancashire, England).  

 

 

 

There are three marriages recorded in the local parish registers in the name of Ann Cockshutt which 

might assist in identifying James’ father’s name.  Because there are several persons of that name 

appearing in the Lancashire parish records during the relevant period it is not possible to be sure 

that all are referring to the marriages of Ann Cockshutt, daughter of Edmund Cockshutt, although all 

three refer to Ann Cockshutt of Colne. 
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1. Ann Cockshutt married Stephen Heaton on 5 November 1789 at St Bartholomew Church, 

Colne, aged 28; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Ann Cockshutt married Thomas Wilkinson on 18 February 1804 at St Bartholomew Church, 

Colne, aged 43 years; 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Ann Cockshutt married possibly for a third time on 24 May 1819 to Blakey Tilotson at St 

Bartholomew Church, Colne aged 58 years; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Extensive searches under the names Wilkinson, Heaton and Cockshutt could find no certain 

record of a birth or baptism of James Cockshutt, son of Ann Tilotson, formerly Wilkinson, 

formerly Heaton, nee Cockshutt located in the available on-line records.  
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5. Records of the baptism in the Wine Wall (near Colne) Inghamite Chapel of Jane and Ignatius 

Cockshutt were located as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These record the baptisms of “Jane Cockshutt, daughter of James & Mary Cockshutt, born 

February 27th 1811 and baptised by James Garrs of Wibsey March 13th 1811 [and] Ignatius 

Cockshutt, son of [crossed out] & Mary Cockshutt born August 24th 1812 and baptised by 

James Garrs of Wibsey near Bradford Sept 20th 1812”. 

These entries are unusual in that they appear to have been entered in the Register out of 

date order and refer to baptisms officiated by James Garrs of Wibsey near Bradford and not 

by the minister of the Inghamite Chapel at Wine Wall. 

6. It will be noted that in William H Cockshutt’s recent book, it is stated that there is “another 

listing for James’ birth, which tells us that his father was William Cockshutt”.  An extensive 

search of on-line Lancashire and Yorkshire Parish Records and other records available from 

Ancestry and Find My Past, could find no record of the birth/baptism of a James Cockshutt, 

son of William Cockshutt and Ann Cockshutt in the period between 1776 (when Ann would 

have been 16, and 1789, when she married Stephen Heaton). 

 

7. Shortly after the date of Ann’s marriage in 1789, the St Leonard Church, Padiham, Baptism 

Register includes the record of a James Cockshut (sic), born 25 July 1790, son of William 

Cockshut. No mother’s name is included in the Register.  Further enquiries reveal that this 

James Cockshut is probably identical with James Cockshut, son of William Cockshut and 

Nanny Cockshut, who is recorded in the St Leonard Church, Padiham, Burials Register as 

having been born in 1791 and who died on 8 January 1813. It seems likely that this baptism 

registration may have been incorrectly assumed to be the missing baptism record of Ann’s 

son, James. 

 

8. Similarly, the record of a James Wilkinson, born 11 Jul 1787 at Lindley in Yorkshire, son of a 

John Wilkinson and Ann Wilkinson and baptised at the Quarmby-cum-Lindley, Salendine 

Nook Meeting House, Huddersfield (Baptist) is of interest because of the connection with 

the non-conformist church, however unlikely, as the father’s name is recorded as John 

Wilkinson, not Thomas Wilkinson. 
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9. Two further baptisms of a James Wilkinson born between 1776 and 1789, with a father 

Thomas Wilkinson, but with an unknown mother, were located: 

 

a. James Wilkinson, baptised 5 June 1786 at All Hallows Huddersfield, Yorkshire, son of 

Thomas Wilkinson, Clothier of Almondbury Yorkshire; and 

b. James Wilkinson, baptised 18 March 1786 at Guiseley, Yorkshire, son of Thomas 

Wilkinson. 

It has not been possible to link either registration with Ann Cockshutt.  

What have other researchers found? 

There are at least 17 Cockshutt family trees published on the Internet that include references to 

James Cockshutt, born about 1783, son of Ann Cockshutt of Colne, Lancashire.  

1. Jane Lachs has created a Cockshott One Name Study website at 

http://www.janelachs.de/index.html in which she links to Rootsweb in Ancestry.com to 

publish Edmund Cockshutt’s (1729-1821) descendants as follows: 

2. The Cockshutt Family Tree for Ignatius Cockshutt published on Ancestry.com shows James 

Cockshutt born, 1783 in England, son of Stephen Heaton (b.1760) and Ann Cockshutt 

Cockshott (sic) (1749-1826). No sources are provided for James’ birth/baptism. 

3. The Irving Family Tree for James Cockshutt contributed by Carole Greensill and published on 

Ancestry.com records James Cockshutt born “abt 1783” in Colne, son of Stephen Heaton and 

Ann Cockshutt Cockshott. 

4. The Fayne Ambrose Family Tree and published on Ancestry.com also records that James 

Cockshutt was born in 1783 at Colne, Lancashire, the son of Stephen Heaton and Ann 

Cockshutt (born “ABT 1749” in Colne). 

5. The Fowler Family Tree contributed by “40Trish” and published on Ancestry.com adds an 

interesting record of a baptism for James Cockshot (sic) on 29 Aug 1784 at Rivington, Parish 

Church, Lancashire, England - son of John Cockshot of Anderton (Register: Baptisms 1730 - 

1812, Page 38, Entry 9 Source: LDS Film 1408886).  

Comment: It is not clear on what grounds this baptism has been included in the tree as there 

is no mother’s name included in the transcription and the father’s name is John. I am 

unaware of any Cockshutt family connection with Rivington which is some distance from 

Colne and not adjacent to any of Ann’s father’s properties which tend to west of Colne.  

 

 

http://www.janelachs.de/index.html
https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/pt/pedigree.aspx?tid=84270233
https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/80845899/person/48431825651/facts
https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/12948633/person/27336844576/facts
https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/14685881/person/28434823300/facts
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So what can we now say about James Cockshutt’s family tree? 

The following partial Cockshutt family tree (focussed on Ann Cockshutt and the references to family 

members in Edmund Cockshutt’s will) brings together the results of searches in the available Parish 

records. It will be noted that several members of the Cockshutt family were adherents of the 

Inghamite sect of the Methodist Church and, as a result there may be registrations of baptisms, 

marriages and burials missing from the historical record. 

 

 

Conclusions 

It appears highly likely that James Cockshutt (1783-1866) was born out of wedlock to Ann Cockshutt, 

daughter of Edmund Cockshutt of Ballgreave. The evidence for this finding is based on the following 

arguments: 

1. Ann Cockshutt’s father described James Cockshutt as “natural child” of his daughter Ann – a 

phrase that was in common use to describe illegitimate children in legal documents at the 

time he wrote his will in 1803; 

2. At the time that Edmund wrote his will in 1803, James’ mother Ann had been married for 

some 13 years to Stephen Heaton. It would have been normal practice for Edmund 

Cockshutt to have referred to his grandson James as a legal heir, rather than a natural child, 

if he had been the son of Ann and Stephen. 

3. Despite extensive searches in the available Parish records in the areas where the Cockshutt 

families were known to have lived in Lancashire and Yorkshire, no record can be found of 

James’ baptism in the years 1780-1790. 

4. It appears that at least one professional genealogists (Dr Edwin Capstick of Padiham) and 

one other experienced family historian (Nicholas Cockshutt , 1863-1938) have made every 

effort to discover the identity of James Cockshutt’s father to no avail. 

Cockshutt Family Tree 

Showing the relationship between 
the Canadian Cockshutts and 

Edmund Cockshutt of Ball Grove 
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