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Family History Tourism – Episode 4   The Last Cockshutt Cotton Mill 

I remember in the late 1950’s my Great Uncle Edmund Cockshutt telling me that 

the Cockshutt family had always been in textiles. He said that he had been 

involved in the silk industry in Macclesfield and that his grandfather had owned a 

cotton mill. He said that his Grandfather, Joshua Cockshutt (1840-1916) was the 

last generation of Cockshutts who were engaged in the cotton industry. 

In researching my Cockshutt family history (see https://goo.gl/FNA9QN), it was 

found that Great Uncle Edmund Cockshutt’s grandfather Joshua Cockshutt was 

the son of Edmund Cockshutt (1809-1871) and Elizabeth (known as “Betty”) 

Cockshutt nee Ashton. Although born at Ball Grove in Colne in 1840, within a 

year of his birth Joshua’s family is recorded in the 1841 Census as living in 

Preston. It appears that Joshua’s father, Edmund Cockshutt (1809-1871) was 

managing the Cockshutt family engineering business in Preston. 

It seems that the family had retained a financial interest in Ball Grove and Bough 

Gap Mills via a trust arrangement set up in 1825 following the death of Edmund 

Cockshutt “The Younger” (1779-1825), Joshua’s grandfather, which was the 

subject of prolonged legal disputes that were not finally settled until 1850.  

Subsequently, Joshua’s father’s engineering business in Preston prospered, no 

doubt assisted by the family’s many connections with the booming cotton 

industry in Lancashire. By the time the legal dispute had been settled, Joshua 

had taken over management of the business from his father and Edmund, his 

father, was able to reinvest in the cotton industry by purchasing an interest in 

Penwortham Cotton Mill in Preston. 

So on our recent 

trip to Europe and 

the UK in the 2018 

northern summer, 

Penwortham 

Cotton Mill was on 

our itinerary. We 

had booked to 

stay in Preston for 

the weekend 30th 

August – 2nd 

September and 

having booked into 

the Claremont 

Hotel by midday, 

we set off to find 

the mill. 

https://goo.gl/FNA9QN
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Our satellite navigation system quickly took us to the site and although it was 

closed to the public, we were able to get a good look around the deserted 

buildings. 

 

Although deserted, the interior of the main mill buildings is in surprisingly good 

condition as shown in this recent photograph. 
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This aerial photograph copied from Google provides an overview of the site. 

  

The following is an extract from the entry for Walton - Penwortham Mill in 

Historic England. 
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The history of Penwortham Mill is not without its darker episodes. It appears that 

during the early years of the mill’s operations, the owners purchased large 

numbers of children from workhouses and orphanages in all the larger towns 

and cities, including London. By the late 1790s, about a third of the workers in 

the cotton industry were children and known as pauper apprentices. 

However Britain was the first to pass laws regulating child labour. From 1802 to 

1878, a series of laws gradually shortened the working hours, improved the 

conditions, and raised the age at which children could work. 

As we left the site to return to our hotel, two thoughts crossed my mind: 

 The factory was huge despite only the main building remaining even after 

much of the complex had been demolished; 

 A forlorn hope that the proposed redevelopment of the factory building 

into flats might save something of the old Mill. 

It had been a great experience to visit the Mill where my 3*great grandfather, 

Joshua Cockshutt, had been “the last of the Cotton spinners” in our family. 


