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Family History Tourism – Episode 3.  Ball Grove Mill 

Perhaps the business that had the most influence in the lives of four generations 

of our Cockshutt forbears was the Ball Grove Mill in Colne in North West 

Lancashire. It was at the heart of the “Ball Grove Estate” that Edmund Cockshutt 

the Elder (1729-1821) and his son, Edmund Cockshutt of Ball Grove (1753-

1825) built for their extended families. 

So when my wife, Joan and I planned to visit the UK in August – September 

2018, the site of Ball Grove Mill was on our itinerary. 

We had booked accommodation at the Alma Inn, just North of Colne for the 

nights of 3rd and 4th of September 2018 and so early on the 4th took the short 

drive down Emmott Lane, right onto Keighley Road and then left into Cottontree 

Lane and Winewall Road to what is today Ball Grove Park.  

 

The approach to the site of the Ball Grove Mill is very different to the 

environment in the area as recently as the 1970s.  
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We parked in the car park and walked down to the Kiosk where there are several 

signs providing information about the Park and its history. 

 

 

 

The view of Ball Grove Tannery from Winewall Road 

prior to its demolition in 1974 

The view from Winewall Road of the approach to Ball Grove Park today 
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Looking out across the lake (once the mill pond), the transformation from a grim 

19th century industrial site to a nature reserve and recreation park is very 

impressive. 

 

The building that is now the Kiosk is the last 

remaining building of the Tannery 
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The notice boards at the kiosk tend to focus on the most recent use of the 

property by W and J Sagar as a tannery but there were also minor references to 

the previous site as the location of Ball Grove Cotton Mill, once owned by our 

Cockshutt family.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perhaps the central features of the restored Ball Grove Park are the lake (once 

the mill pond that provided the water to drive the mill) and the restored Colne 

Water stream that fed the mill pond. 

In recent years, Pendle Council, with assistance from the National lottery Fund 

and local volunteers have returned Colne Water to an environmentally sound 

stream by removing some of the stones that diverted the water flow into the mill 

dam.  



5 

 

My wife and I walked around the lake and along the stream looking for the 

location of the weir where the water had been diverted into the mill pond. 

With help of a local couple we soon 

found the weir and the recently 

created gap where the Council had 

removed some of the stones to allow 

the stream to flow more freely.  

The local couple who we had met 

explained that since the stones had 

been removed and the stream 

cleaned, trout and other fish had been 

able to re-establish migration routes 

in the stream. They pointed out the 

stones that had been removed and 

that some were now used as seats in 

the park. 

Finding the weir and the stones was a 

special moment in our visit because it 

was these stones that had been the 

subject of documents I had previously 

found in the Lancashire Archives 

which detailed an 1835 legal dispute 

between the quarry owners and 

Joshua Cockshutt (1785-1865), the 

second son of Edmund Cockshutt of 

Ball Grove (1753-1825) during the 

separation of waterworks for the Ball 

Grove Mill and the Bough Gap Mill in 

1835. 

The documents indicate that Joshua 

Cockshutt, our Granny Flack’s 

grandfather, was in dispute with 

Winewall Quarry in 1835 over the 
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quantity of stone delivered and the amount he owed. The outcome of the dispute 

is not recorded.   

The location of the Winewall Quarry is shown on the following 1850s map.  

It is not clear when the Ball Grove Mill was sold but it seem likely that the 

Cockshutts’ remaining financial interest in the Mill was sold by Joshua Cockshutt 

(1840-1916) in 1857, sometime after the long-running legal dispute over the 

Estate of Edmund Cockshutt of Ball Grove (1753-1825) was finally settled. 

It is also unclear when the “Bough Gap Mill”, mentioned in Edmund Cockshutt’s 

Will in 1825 was demolished. It is present on a map of Colne dated 1835 but not 

on the 1858 map. 

 

 

 

 

These newspaper notices in the Morning Chronicle in 1842 and 1857 suggest 

that Joshua Cockshutt may have been trying to sell Bough Gap Mill for some 

time. It is most likely that both Bell Grove and Bough Gap Cotton Mills were 

demolished prior to the Tannery being built on the site in 1860. 

The following maps show how major changes occurred between 1825 and 1850 

following the death of Edmund Cockshutt of Ball Grove. 

We continued our walk along the bank of Colne Water, past the end of what was 

Ball Grove’s Mill pond and weir (and now the Ball Grove Park lake) and, as we 

turned a bend in the stream, were able to identify the dip in the ground where 

the Bough Gap Mill pond would have been. 
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1835 Map showing the locations of the Ball Grove Cotton Mill 

and Bough Gap Cotton Mill and their mill ponds. 

1850s Map showing Ball Grove Tannery and the absence of 

the Bough Gap Mill and its mill ponds 
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Further along the path, we were able to identify where the weir would have 

diverted water into the old Bough Gap Mill pond. 

And so our visit and exploration of the 

sites of Ball grove Cotton Mill and the 

older Bough Gap Cotton Mill was an 

exceptionally rewarding experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we left Ball Grove Park, I did feel a little disappointed that the history of the 

site on the various displays had not included the names of our Cockshutt 

ancestors nor the older Bough Gap Cotton Mill. I do recognise that the Council 

needed to summarise that history and and focus on the future of Ball Grove. 

Council and the Friends of Ball Grove Park have done a great job in restoring the 

area. 

There are some questions that remain unanswered – Where did “Arthur 

Cockshutt, Miller of Colne Water” operate his mill in Colne between 1621 and 

1641? How did our Cockshutt family come to own mills in Colne? Was Arthur 

Cockshutt related to our Simonstone Cockshutts? 

 


