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A talented young life cut short 

By Ted Flack, PhD, JP 



1 
 

Lt Surgeon Bertram Flack, RN., was born 3 February 1882 at Burnley, Lancs. England, 

3
rd

 and youngest son of the six children, born to William Henry Douglas Flack and Eliza 

Alice Flack, nee Parker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He was baptised on 12 March 1882 at St Stephens Church Burnley. The Baptism Register 

records that his parents were William Henry Douglas and Eliza Alice Flack, living at “13 

Fair View”, that the father’s trade of profession was “Banker’s Clerk” and that the 

officiating minister was Rev James Cranbourne (?). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is not know where Bertram Flack attended school, although it is likely that he attended 

Burnley Grammar School, were his father had been head boy. The later Medical Directory 

(see below) indicates that he studied medicine at Victoria University of Manchester 

(Owens College). 

The Royal College of Physicians in Edinburgh’s “Register of Licentiates” contains a listing 

of those “Candidates who have passed the Final Examination” and an entry dated 22 

October 1910, lists Bertram Flack of “Brookside, Scott Park, Burnley”. He was officially 

registered as a medical practitioner on 29 October 1910. 

1910 to 1914. A later Medical Directory shows that he undertook his medical residency at 

Torbay Hospital, Torquay and later served at the Royal Hospital Devenport and Royal 

Navy Hospital at Chatham. 



2 
 

On 21 October 1914, Bertram Flack was awarded a Temporary Commission in the Royal 

Navy as a Lieutenant Naval Surgeon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

His first sea-going posting was on “225” HMS Hampshire, which was sunk on 5 June 

1916. 
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The following is an extract from the World War 1 history of HMS Hampshire: 

HMS Hampshire was one of six Devonshire-class armoured cruisers built for the 

Royal Navy in the first decade of the 20th century. At the start of the First World 

War in August 1914, she was tasked with hunting for German commerce raiders 

until she was transferred to the Grand Fleet at the end of 1914. She was assigned 

to the 7th Cruiser Squadron upon her return home. She was transferred to the 2nd 

Cruiser Squadron in 1916 and was present at the Battle of Jutland. Several days 

later, she was sailing to Russia, carrying the Secretary of State for War, Field 

Marshal Lord Kitchener, when she is believed to have struck a mine laid by a 

German submarine on 5 June. She sank with heavy loss of life, including Kitchener 

and his staff.  

One of those who survived was Lt Surgeon Bertram Flack. As a part of his recovery, he 

was posted to “790a” (HMS Princess Maud) in 1916. 
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PRINCESS MAUD SS was a 1,566grt defensively-armed British Passenger/Cargo 

Steamer built in 1902 by Napier & Miller, Yoker for M. Langlands & Sons, Glasgow. In 

1916 Admiralty requisition as fleet messenger. In 1918 the ship was returned to owners. 

On the 10th June 1918 when 5 miles Ne by N, from Blyth, England the UB-88 torpedoed 

and sunk the PRINCESS MAUD.   

The Royal Navy List indicates that Lt Surgeon Bertram Flack was posted to Royal Naval 

Air Service (RNAS) Station “Longside” in 1917. RNAS Longside was an Airship Station 

located near the port of Peterhead in the Scottish region of Aberdeenshire and two miles 

south of the village of Longside. Airships at the station patrolled the North Sea and kept 

an eye on north/south coastal shipping. They also kept watch on the approaches to 

Aberdeen, the victualling port for the Grand Fleet at Scarpa. Lt Surgeon Flack was the 

medical officer on the base. 
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After the Armistice, Lt Surgeon Bertram Flack was posted to HMS Cyclops pending his 

discharge from wartime service; however it was some time after the war that he was finally 

discharged in February 1919  

 

The Royal Navy Medal Roll shows that Surgeon Lt. Bertram Flack was awarded 1914-15 

Star, British War Medal and the Victory Medal.. 
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The Medical Directory 1919 lists “Flack, Bertram, “Brookside,” Scott-Pk, Burnley, Lancs. 

Alongside his brother, Dr Frederick Henry Flack 

 

 

 

Bertram Flack died suddenly, aged 37, on 19 June 1919. The family oral tradition says 

that he died in the Spanish Flu Epidemic of 1919. His death was registered at Blackburn 

in the June Quarter of 1919. 
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Bertram Flack was buried in Burnley Cemetery on 19 June 1919 in the family plot.  
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Probate was granted in London on 9 August to William Henry Douglas Flack, bank 

manager and his effects were valued at 985 pounds 14 shillings. The certificate stated 

that he lived at Underleigh Darwen, Lancashire and that he died on 16 June 1919.  

 

 


