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The Parker – Flack Connection 

Our Paternal Great Grandmother, Eliza Alice Flack, nee Parker (1853-1900) 

It seems likely that we have heard so little about Eliza Flack, nee Parker, our great 

grandmother, wife of William Henry Douglas Flack, is because she died in 1900 at just 

47 years of age,. Yet from the information available, she was no doubt a remarkable 

woman. The following family tree explains the Flack family relationship with the 

Parkers. 
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Eliza Alice Parker was born on 1 October 1853 in Burnley, Lancashire, the first-born 

child of Richard and Eliza Hartley. 

 

 

 

Our Great Great Grandmother, Eliza Flack, nee Parker lived at No.10 Hargreaves 

Street, Burnley in 1860 with her family. Her father was Richard Parker, listed in the 

1860 Census as a Wholesale Grocer employing 7 people.  

 

The photograph shows the corner of Hargreaves Street Burnley where the Parker 

Grocery was located before being converted into solicitors’ offices in the 1920s. 
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1861 Census 

 Richard Parker, Head of the Family, aged 27, Wholesale Green Grocer employing 4 men, 
born Yorkshire, Long Preston. 

 Eliza Parker, Wife, aged 34, born Lancashire Burnley. 

 Eliza Alice Parker, aged 7, born Lancashire, Accrington. 

 Richard Hartley Parker, Son, aged 7 months, Lancashire, Burnley. 

 Thomas Houghton, Boarder, aged 24, Assistant, Lancashire, Blackburn.  

 Martha Ealey, Servant, Aged 25, General servant, Lancashire, Foulridge. 

 Mary Miller, Servant, Aged 54, General servant, Lancashire, Burnley. 
 

Ten years later, Richard Parker’s family had prospered and the family had moved to  

“Fern Hill”, a substantial home in wealthy area of Burnley. 

1871 Census 

 Richard Parker, Head of the Family, aged 47, Wholesale Green Grocer employing 10 
persons, born Yorkshire, Long Preston. 

 Eliza Parker, Wife, aged 44, born Lancashire Burnley. 

 Eliza Alice Parker, aged 17, Scholar, born Lancashire, Accrington. 

 Richard Hartley Parker, Son, aged 10, Lancashire, Burnley. 

 Florence Parker, Daughter, aged 6, Lancashire, Burnley. 

 Clara A Parker, Daughter, aged 3, Lancashire, Burnley. 

 Jane Hughes, Servant, aged 24, General servant, Wales. 

 
 
The Parker’s family home at “Fern Hill” was locally known by the nickname “Buttertub 

Hall because of its early owners Richard Parker and family, the wholesale grocers. 

The Parkers sold the home in 1872 after a serious fire in their wharehouse in Burnley 
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and went to live near Preston. The building “Fern Hill” is now known as Acord Heights, 

an aged care home. 

 

  

 

In 1874, Eliza Alice Parker married William Henry 

Douglas Flack at Holy Trinity Church , 

Habergham Eaves 

 

 

It will be noted that as the date of the wedding, 10 December 1874, Eliza is recorded 

as living with her father, Richard Parker on the Marriage Certificate bellow as living at 

Hollin Cross Farm, Burnley. 

 

 

 

Modern photograph of “Fern Hill”. 
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Holy Trinity Church of England, Habergham Eaves, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burnley Golf Club today. The 

Hollins Cross Farm  barn was 

renovated in 1905 to create the 

Club House. 

 

On 1 August 1875, William and Eliza’s first child, George Hartley Flack was born at 32 

Picadilly Road, Burnley and baptised that same day. (This may indicate that the child 

was in poor health). 
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32 Piccadilly Rd, Burnley, today. 
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On 5th February 1878, William and Eliza’s second son, Frederick Henry Flack was 

born at 6 Rose Hill Terrace, Burnley and baptised at Holy Trinity Church, Habergham 

Eaves on 24 February 1878. 

 

Sadly, just a few months after Frederick Henry was born in 1878, his older brother, 

George died on 18 September 1878. 

The following Death Notice appeared in the Burnley Gazette on 21 September 1878:
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1878 must have been a very sad and difficult year for Eliza and William. Frederick 

Henry Douglas had been born in February and their three year old, George died in 

September that same year. 

William Henry and Eliza Flack had six children together as follows: 

 George Hartley Douglas Flack, born 7 August 1875 in Burnley Frederick 

Henry Douglas Flack, known as “Harry”, born 5 February 1878  

 Clara Alice Flack, known as “Clarice”, born 25 August 1879 in Burnley, and 

Christened at Holy Trinity, Habergham Eaves on 21 September 1879. 

 Bertram Flack, born 3 February 1882 in Burnley and Christened at St 

Stephen’s Church of England, Burnley 

 Mabel Flack, born 15 February 1895 at Burnley, and Christened at St Mary’s 

Church of England in Nelson. 

 Lucy Flack, born March 1886 in Burnley and Christened at St Stephens 

Church of England on 27 December 1886 

It appears that Henry and Eliza’s children attended the Wood Top Infants Church 

School in Cog Lane not far from their home in Burnley. 
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William and Eliza were engaged in 

several community organisations. 

Both were involved in fundraising 

events for the Wood Top School and 

for the local Masonic Lodge where 

William was a member. 
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Eliza was an accomplished pianist and her husband William was also a good singer. 
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1881 Census 

 

 William H D Flack, Head, 29 age last birthday, Bank Cashier, born Ireland Limerick 

 Eliza Alice Flack, Wife, 27 age last birthday, born Lancashire Burnley 

 Frederick Henry Flack, Son, 3 age last birthday, born Lancashire Burnley 

 

1891 Census 

 

 William H D Flack, Head of Family, 39 age last birthday, Bank Cashier, born Ireland 

 Eliza A Flack, Wife, 37 age last birthday, born Lancashire, Burnley 

 Frederick H Flack, 13 age last birthday, Scholar, born Lancashire, Burnley 

 Clara N Flack, 11 age last birthday, Scholar, born Lancashire, Burnley 

 Bertram Flack, 9 age last birthday, Scholar, born Lancashire, Burnley 

 Lucy Flack, 4 age last birthday, born Lancashire, Burnley 

 Elizabeth Martin, Servant, 23 age last birthday, General Servant (Domestic) 

 

The 1881 and 1891 Census show 

the family living at 86 Fair View 

Road, Habergham Eaves, 

Lancashire. 

In 1889, their oldest son, Frederick 

(known as “Harry”) Flack, described 

in the Burnley Express newspaper 

as a scholar of Fulledge School, was 

awarded the “Liveset Scholarship”, 

entitling him to a free education at 

the Burnley Grammar School for 

three years. 
Harry Flack is seated in the front row on the left 
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Richard Parker in an image of the Borough Masonic Lodge dated 1866 

During Harry’s late teen age and early twenties, he was a keen soccer player, 

having played in grades just below professional level for Burnley Football Club. 

Harry’s mother and father would have been proud of their eldest son’s 

achievements. 

What do we know about Eliza’s family? 

Eliza Alice Flack, nee Parker came from a prominent Burnley family. The oldest 

daughter of Richard and Eliza Parker, nee Hartley she had been brought up in a 

middle class family that had been engaged in the grocery business for several 

generations. 

Richard Parker, Eliza’s father, ran the successful family wholesale grocery 

business in Burnley and became a prominent member of the local business 

community. He was a member of the “Borough” Masonic Lodge and a member of 

the Burnley Board of Commissioners before that body was replaced by the Town 

Council where he was also a Councillor. He had also served as chairman of the 

Markets Committee. 

 

It seems highly likely that Eliza Parker’s father would have known Captain William 

Flack who served in Burnley as the Quarter Master for the 5th Lancashire Militia 

during the period 1855 to 1875. They would almost certainly have had some 
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contact as a result of Richard Parker’s wholesale grocery business and it seems 

likely that both men were also members of the Burnley Masonic Lodge. 

Following his death on 29 October 1900, the following Obituary for Richard Parker 

appeared in the Burnley Gazette on 31 October: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Parker was born in Long Preston Yorkshire, on 11 April 1823, but moved 

with the family to Fulwood, just out-side Preston, when he was a young man. 

Richard’s parents were Thomas Parker and Alice Parker, nee Wood and his 

grandfather, James Parker is listed in the 1841 Census as a Farmer, aged 70. 

The Parker family history as “yeoman” land owners in Waddington, Yorkshire 

stretches back to Thomas Parker de Wadd in the 1600s.  
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Richard Parker, baptised 18 May 1823 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Parker married Eliza Hartley 14 June 1853 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Parker, died on 29 October 1900 at Burnley 
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On 19 May 1900, Eliza Alice Flack, nee Parker died at her home in Burnley, aged 

just 46 years.  

 

No record could be found of a Burial service; however the Death Registration is as 

follows: 

 

On 23 May 1900, her widowed husband William HD Flack (Bank Manger) 

purchased a double plot in Burnley Cemetery (grave 9233 and 9234) to bury his 

wife Eliza Alice Flack (nee Parker). 
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This was to become known as the “family vault” in which her husband, William 

Henry Douglas Flack, her son Bertram Flack and several of her husband’s family 

were buried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parker family grave at Burnley Cemetery is numbered No.9747 and is located 

near the main gates of the cemetery. 

 


